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Varsity life in Burma.

(N.B.—The writer of this artigle is the eldest son of our worthy colleagne
Prof. Nripendra Chandra Bannerjee M. A.  Master Bann&rlee is

prosecuting his studies at Rangoon, His portrait of Burmese University
life, life will, we hopfe, interest our readers. Editor, B. C. M.]

Itis A pity that Indians who have never been to Burma,
genemlly are hu{pelessly 1gnnrant about a uuuntr}r which is an
integral part of the Indian’ Empire. The Press in India
supphes articles on European social and puht-ma.l problems, :
and evén on rebellions and revolutions in south Amarman_
countries but rnuses little ‘interest> in the hearta ofc its
readers for knuwledge a.bnut people living nearer home. All
ﬂchemes of Pan-Asiatic Federations fand World—Bmtherhmd
‘would remain chimeras while the channels of mutual under-
standing have not been at all navigated and utilised.

The anti-Indian feeling in Burma has been somewhaf
discusSed in the Indian Press lately. 1t is a well known fact
that nothing unites people so much as the bond of a mutual
knowledge of the history, manners and customs of their coun-
tries. The recent Hindu muslim riots have been traced by
an Indian Review to the ignorance of* the two communities
of each other’s history and traditions; the Indo-Burman
discord can also be traced to the.same souice, tfmugh in both
the cases other reasons of misunderstanding exist. ‘T have
turned over the pages of several wernacular and English
magazines and found few articlgs &bout Burma ; and those
alse: mostly about Burma’s women or music or dlﬁturted versions
of Burmese Historye It is high time that we should be moye
mt&restefd in Eastern Countries and their past and contem-
porary history than constantly fixing our gaze to the west for
the supply of novel ideas and ideals which are often square -
enough not to fit the round gaps in our life. This, however, is

byt he way of an ﬂppeul to culured men who care about our
progress in the different spheres of life to take a leaf Ert}m the
pages of contemporary civilised countries around us thich in
temperament and character resemble us more than cuuntnes
irf our antipodes.
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When talented people are not coming forward with their
knowledge and keen observidtions to speak about Burma and

especially about her progress in Education, I have deemed it °

proper te record my impressions in this article about the
University life in Burma. I shall confine myself to the life
in the Colleges of Burma which only aye controlled by the
University of Rangoon ; High School Education being con-
trolled by the ‘Goverment ‘arfd a greater’ part of Primary
Education being, at the hands of Burmese Hpbongyis (priests)
ab the village Hpoongyi-Kyaungs (monasteries). ,

. The two most remaykable features of the colleges of Burma
are their cosmopolitan character and the system of ‘so-education.
About the latter something will be‘said in its proper place as

co-education is being gradually introduced in Bengal colleges
also,

The University of Rangoon is only of six years' standing
* having been constituted in 1920, The University College
(till then affiliated to the Calcutta University under the name
of the Rangoon College) in Rangoon prepares students for the
Bachelor's and Master's degree in Arts and Science, B.Y Sc
(ngineering), ‘B. Sc. (Forestry), B. L. and M. B. degrees.
The Judson College ‘also in Rangoon 1s a very long standing
institution.and 4s controlled and financed by the American
Bap:ist Mission. It prepares' students up to the Master's degree
in Arts and Science. In Mandalay, the last capital of Burma,
there is the Agriuultu}a‘l College and an Intermediate College
newly started. The cosmopolition character of the students
and Professors is witnessed everywhere in spite of the

"attempts by the Unpiversity authorities to close many
of the branches of learning to non-Burman students !

. Professors of different nationalities and a few foreign
students can be found in all Universities of India but not as

remarkably as in Burma. Students and lecturers of both sefes
hailing from many European countries, the provinces of India,
China and the mixed communities, of Burma, fead, play, meet
in social gatherings in a spirit of great fellowship that modifies
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greatly their national differences. Reasons for this cordial
relation are not also far to seek. We can divide the students
into two groups according. to dress and temperament—the
Burman and the Anglo-Indian, the students of the other
communities being included among either of them according
to costume. The mlxed communities of Burma as the China-
Burmans,r Angln-Buima.ns and Indo-Burmans and a part of
the Indian studénts have adopted Europesn costume and
manness for the College. The Anglo-Indian glement does not
balance the Burmese and had it been in India the cleavage
between the two weuld have been great, But in ‘Burmb itis
not so. The*Burmar had the easys flippant and merry manner
of the Anglo-Indian and esocial customs as in the case of
marriage and subsequent relations with the wife and family
(to mention only twn) being similar, they are more akin than
the Indian and Anglo-Indian. Secondly, the Burman student
has developed a passion for things western, especially English,
and has taken up very {iuickly English games, and light
literature and musical airs. Thus the Burman and the Anglo-
Indian student have approached each other so closely that
temperamentally they are very close,—speaking in a cumpar-
ative way. Naturally the Burman and Anglo-Indian students
spend most of their leisure with their own .folk, but when an
Anglo-Indian and a Burman student meet they would ch4f and
cub jokes at each other without letting any observer feel that
KEast and West cannot meet. The, Burman student would
speak in the same careless English bespattered witli slangs and
interjected with loud laughter as the Angln—Indli;n on a shield-

malch or a cinemato-graph success, -
)
Between professors and students of different races there

is.also a friendly yet dignified relg.tinn. The Burman student -
has more reverence for his Professor than the students of
Bengal (of whom I can s peak with some confidence), and the
Professors have a more ffaternal feeling for the stulents, -
whereas the gulf between the tutor and the taught in'many

)
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indian p“nvmces is widening so mich for the cosmopolition
character of the ’varsity life, |

From what has been said it might be seen that talking
about ’varsity life in Burma ome can talk about Burman
students who are not only in a majority, but who have
influenced and have been influenced by other communities in

& way so that no appreciable dlﬁ'erencef exists to-day between
the Burman and non-Burman in mentahty and taktss, This is
my opinion after being one ‘oftthem for soméd years.
Sir Reginald Craddock, Ex-Governor *of Burma, in the
- eourse of a speech under the auspices of the ‘East Indian
Association in London has, remarked that one cannot stop
the* Indian student from excessivé reading atd persuade the
Burman student to read as much¢ s is required. I regard the
charges as greatly exaggerated, The facts, to my mind, are
that speaking of the average, the Indian student is irregular
at his studies and makes spasmodic attempts at cramming
before the examinations ; and I have found 1t from personal
observation that the Burman student is regular at his studies ;
maybe, he considers an hour’s sjudyin the evening and another
, 1n the mornin.g as sufficient for him, but when the examina-
tion approaches che might increase his study-hours only
slightly, for to him an examination is not a calamity as even
the greatest fa.ruly misfortunes are not. Again, 1 think, that
the average university student’ of Burma is more widely-read
than the average Indian student, postibly because notes have
to be 1m(port.ed to Bm'ma and he has to read original books
on his subjects. The standard of studies from the school
upwards is bigher than ia many Indirn Universities ; (though
the best fruits of tnis much-bragged-about higher stdndard
.might not stand comparison with the best of most Indian
Universities) ; and this higher standard accounts for the better
knowledge of the average ‘university student in Burma and a
greater capacity of expression in English.
fThe Burman student has a knack for gamas and mualca.l
-entertainments, The University Oﬂllﬁge Boat Club is one of

T i
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the best of its kind, (I h¢pe there are many such in India)..
In Boxing Tournaments; Varsity boys are quite smart. Foot- |
ball is very popular among Burmans, for their national game-
of Chin-lon (played with a lcane-ball] which requireg great

control over the muscles of the legs eminently fits them for it.

Cricket is not very poplilar among Burmans, possibly for the
time and perceverance' it demands ; but Hockey and Tennis-:
are fairly popular, « As an athlete tlhe Burman ctudent might

not be of the very first order—at least it has not jet produced.
any celehrlty—but certainly he is more keen on spurts than °
students in India. ¢

Cne aware of the raptucous Burmese music, specially instru-
mental, can guess that amaongst a gay people it must have
great vogue, and so it has, Almost all Burmese students are
extremely fond of music and know the elements of it and
would sing on the rhythm of even a motor-bus or a {irain,.
play on the harp and the violin on a barge or under a cool. -
sky. It is a part of their life 'and not reserved for occasional.
enjoyment and recreation. )

Burmese hospitality and sociability are almost proverbial
and the Burman student can be found during,.any hour of the '
day standing a treat to a friend and talking over a coffee-cup-
or while drinking soda or raw tea. These Euns.ﬁf an {ndulgent,
land would have tiffins at intervals of two hours, be they work-
ing in the office or travelling ;on a train, = They spend money
with little thought for the future; sufficient unto the day is-
the evil thereof—they would often repeat. Philosoplfers have
opined that this outlogk is due to the Buddhigt theory of”
impermanence and casual observers have said that there is an.
enchantment~in Burma’s air and water which have made
people following other religions also votaries of this cult. The"

Burioan student is generally extravagant. Till recently 1t were
only the sons and daughters of the well-to-do that joined the-
eolleges (a fact which exll:; ins the paucity of students in the-
colleges in a country where elmost all are literate) for ¢he-
monthly rami‘ttancea to students that were reported to, be-
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necessary for a student to read in a college were too big for the
majority of the middle-class people, The fact is that studepts

according to a College Prospectus “were given a great deal too
much® money by” “too indulgent and tiusting parents.”

Another remarkable feature of Burma’s colleges is the
diversity of dress and the play of colours which catch the eye

of an on-looker at every corner of the college precinets, The
Burmese dregs is the mest, spectacular in the world and is a

veritable feast to the eyes in colours, But.in Burma besides

the Burmese dress there are the costumes of so many other
ngtionalities, each attempting consciously or uncénsciously to

make the ‘most of<its owfi dress., Naturally the result is a

L

Ve :
1c‘13ug:esque body of men looking as ¥ay in their clothings as
in their beaming faces; the truéf it is in the case of women-

students. . ¢
In this care-free atmosphere women students appear in

all their natural instinets which have found ample scope to
flourish in a free land. An Indian lecturer on his first day

at Cn]le%e was struck with awe at the sight of some Anglo-
Indian lady-students in their shors skirts crossing a lawn in a.

rapid, skipping pace: the atmosphere is so novel to Indian

eyes. The Burman lady students, unlike their Anglo-Indian
sisters who outnamber them, are generally very shy and

reserved, yet none the less charming,
. The“main,.danger of co-education has been said to be

the moral degeneration of the youth as a .result of such
close association of the two sexe¢ in an Punguarded age:
—a suggestion reflecting adversely on its authors. In Burma
any banéful result of co-éducation has not been evidenced, no

‘scandals’ ﬁagre been occasioned. On the other hand co-educa-
tion makes 1t possible, for young men and women on the thresh-

hold of entrance to the world proper to know the matter-of-fact
-man and woman, and not idealise the opposite sex in qualities

which it generally does not possess. Probably in Burma co-
education has been so successful because it is and was a

national cheracteristic of the Burmans to giye equal, if notw
betéer, status to women in many spheres of life. . Love-making:
6
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2s not infrequent in the cnlleéea but society has never ocensored.
such steps in Burma and nope can takd exception to it,

But in one respect the Burman students are lagging behind
the time and movements among the youth, There is & lack
-of the spirit of sooial, service and an ardent desire for the
development and prosperity of their motherland. Thus they
‘have not develﬂped t:he capacity to nrgamsa This is a some-
‘what serious cha.rge against thé students and a.lsn:r those who
‘have taken the charge of educating Young Burnea. Occasions
which eould be ea.sﬂy’ utilised for purposes of :}rgamsmg the °
studeunts and i msplrmg them in a opirit of selfless service' (ae
-spirit essential a.mnngst‘ the young men to make good cltlkens
of them) have not been utilisth. The recent disastrous cyclﬂne
in ‘Akyab would have created a craze for volunteering for

service in the affected areas had Akyab been the part of any
other Indian province, But the Burman student has managed

to believe that beyond paying subscriptions to the Government
Fund for Relief there is no other duty lying before them or the
public. This 1s what I gathered from a talk with an energetic
Burman student over the organisation of a party from the
Rangoon Colleges for collecting subscriptiong in the streets of’
Rangoon. The young gentleman, who hails from Lower Burma,

suggested that it was the duty solely (or atJeast tﬂamly‘) of,
the Arakanese students o orgadize themselves for helpingt “in
men and money the distrcssed Arakanese!, I do not know that
any encouragement to the studsnts, tn work in these lines, has

come from responsible people who ‘have influence ‘ over the
students. 6

I<have tried more to give an impressionist view of 'varsity
life in Burm4 than an account of it and do not claim that the
views «2xpressed on several points are unassailable and I would
like to be enlightened on such points. If only this humble
performance proves to be the instrument to kindle in some
‘hearts a desire to know more about Burma and things Eaﬂtt-ern

amy object has been more than fulfilled. ¢
o B.N.B. °
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