Modern Education in India. ° .

NirmaL: Kunar CHATTERIEE, . . p
I1Yr Science, Sec A.

Gantlt;:uen,

Exnuse me t-~ubling you by encroaching upon }rﬁur,mnsh '

| va,luabla time for a short discussipn of my present topic, whicle

deserves special attention now-a-days. We. are now in - the ,mid$%.

of an intellectnal age and all our energy is n‘mm nr less appligd to
all our intellcctual faculties. Therefore our first and foremost gon-

cern would be to note carefully whether we are fnll-::-wmda. wrong
track a,nd lag so far behind other cbuntnes, . .

_Flrsh, I would like to spealt something apout J qpa,n: the most
enlightened country of the Eagt,and at the same, time how our
system of education is being hindered. The fuestion that calls our
attention drst is “How has this. natior. that was in a priitive
stage of culture only the other day made such a speedy progress ?”’

In Japan there prevails an air of 1.1l liberty; in every sphere

of life natural flows of thoughts have;né?er been hindered, their

‘rweet smiles have had no outward hlndranﬂe, their joyful hearts
dance merrily on the wide open fields. They are quite free in their
movements. Freedom is the' order, of nature. It is the birthright
of every animal in this world that lives and moves. The Peacock
dances -at the approach of the rains, theibees and the cuckoos sing
at the advent of the spring, thi-lilies bloom in autumn—this is the

order of Nature. If the natural flow of their work is checked they
shall revolt against and shall try to remove the obstruction. « .

And we are in such a plight at the present passing moment

as acts against Nature. It is the' duty of the guides to direct the .

course and not to destroy the free innocent spirit. N:‘jw, 'we can

easily mark that their system ©f e&uca.tl-:m shail be guite differern .

i L]

from that of ours. , T — .

Wee have realised quite a wrung meamng of educamun ‘while
they (The J apanese) have not. Education ought (10 be' undm $bﬂﬂd
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in its witler view. This is the main root out of which springs forth

i - ¥ L
their progress. The main cause that has paved for their countrymen
atsmooth and cledr-cut way is “Fellow féa]inrr" . )

.« Now, Gentlemen, if is & matter of great regret thﬂt tlns 11111‘1&[:'
‘tant clement is highly wanting in us, the poor Indmnﬂ It is
' ;I: wemed by us as self humiliation, When wé” go. thrﬂugll thﬂ paﬂb -

Yistory of Japan their unfa,t.huma.blﬂ darkness of supmstlti'nn,

o
L]

mum ance.and regylag ddmestic fetitls in the near past appear before

“ Wo.at bneo fid that they lell a life of pomp aml luxury. They

Imn]lu felt any necessity of acquiring learning. But they luckily
- responded to the call of cqnscien?e which made them ]:-:"ngre;s.aive.

L] -
. *

I would now ecall }'D:.II' attention to the most impofrlant part
of my topic and I ‘request you most earnestly to turn to it, The
mimhur of literafn pegple in our géuntry is as miserable as the world
has ever seen. We have been made most backward of nations from
all sides. The wwriters saj:r “The 20th Century has appreached the
door of India to dlﬂpel its glory by enlightening them” At once

. .the question arises, ‘s it‘true ?” Gentlem>n, plaase considér the
- plight of vourself, }rnﬁrt}vnungstars your sisters and your mothers.
Just ponder over this for a moment. You will at once realise 'the
plain truth. Oh, how plain it is to call a black cow white !« You
yourself is constantly suffering,.your thother sheds bitter tears in a
corner of her lonely hut, yqur brother dies for want of proper
treatment, your sister “.ommits snicide and the reason of all this is
want of food. And do you think it'}Lroper and just that you should

+ pass them by on a motor car smoking & pipe and casting a look of

“«contempt and derison on the passers by and sacrifice your wealth,
intellect, wisdom (ar1d even huménity if need bel only to worship the
Goddess ofLuxury ? Now what do you think its cause to be ? Is it

"the edfication of the socalled far advanced 20th century or the imper-

,ceptible influence of following: the fashion of some other country ?
‘.r‘__. - ® . [ L]
(Gefitlemen, you well knov the miserable plight your superiors
<were 1. It s your bounden, duty to remove their agohies, to

~ re]ieve t.hmr ¢ stress and to “solace their troubled heart and thus

F' .
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to turn a golden chapter in your History. But the pointis how
to do that. How to sclve this intricate problem ? “It i:a:‘bg»r
preaching” the virtue of education.” The modern learning la®
keen ﬁtaﬂy underminded by the accidental education. If we are

“to bring back cts -former glory we muyst at'first replace our systét °

of education® by the fresh air of thg East. IHeart renders to look at

tha result of education of India. J;ust cast a look at the flickering« k

lamp going to die out by some outside blast., Your most -cherished®
" object, your hearty treasure, the ever uﬂ_emunﬂﬂe gl:::ry of your
mother 1s coming to its end: Does it behove you to sit idle at,
this our ? ( Is it prnp;.,r for you ?) Shmﬂd you yet LIL‘E&E&:\ sweet

dreams of luxnry and make resolutions in meetings ? Come, Preparé )
'n

Li]

and be rezdy to face the dangers and “difficylties that may come in -

your way by actual work. - Respond Dbravely to the call of duty.
You are to follow the dictates of your conscience. You are to, put
before others the glorious picture of a bright future. You arerto
raise the voice of your dumb fellow brethren, you are to wakeé up
the lie-a-bed fellows. r

i

We no longer hear evening songs (thymes ) in the groves: *

of Tndia. The . holy, Ganges , no l[E:rlﬂ_g;er murmurs in the
cvening as she flows by. It seems the Sun’s rays reluctantly
enter into the Indian bowers. The grand-mothers no longer tell
stories about the happy tales of Indian Horoes, but remain ever
busy in teaching them modern fashion. Please notice the remark-
able change which has taken place in the system of education in
India. The plain process of ‘u-aaﬂhmn' through stories has died out
and the step-mother’s influence has taken possession of our brethern.
If we consider all these points we are at once led to the conclusion’
that the main cause of our degradation is nothing but our follow-

ing the modern fashion. “
«,

If we intend to revive our former gh:ry we are to foliow the
ideal of our ancestors. Gentlemen you see, the reot of all
progress is education. So in order {o. wake up . dmway "hation”
like ours it is necessary first uE all to dvelop the, scope of
our education. Our females also should be properly educated.
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For, it "is the mothers who shape (or should) the future of their
¢hildren. The ideal of our mothers, and sisters should be Sita,

Savitri, Damayanti, Gargi, Maitrai, Khaqa, the ideal Hindu women
of "India of the past. We should remember the heroism of Ramp,

‘the fraternal affection " of .Bhn.ra.ta, and, the * truthfulnees -and -
.1 'limwshv of Yudhisthira, and (the vow of Bhisma. ¢ tIndi:g.- will

‘once more hold her head -aloft seeing her sone learned, ctrong:
a.nd virtuous., But mere lectures, * will not suffice. , We' should
keerly ** realise ‘the idoal and, proceed with our work. All’
our effofts should De .directed towards the wEll-bemg of our
| cnunh}r‘ We are to explain before our nelghbuurs what we have
"learnt ,and what we have heard about the dally news." Should
“we not look to our ignorait brother ? We should consider deeply
boforo turning' aside ‘that he also shaves the same affection with us.
May.be that his faculties lioc dormant for want of proper care :—

. “Full many a flpwer is born to blush unseen, |
And wastes its sweetness in the ‘desert‘air.” - 'Gray

(lentlemen, excuge mo for taking so much of your time. My
last request is that }?mi should just consider what I have said and,
I am sure, you will one day find that the lost glory of India -has
been revived and peace and prosperity along with it.  Once more
you will find the flag of ~victory fluttering in the free open air of
vour native land. Every nation will then be reminded that India
is not inferior to any civilized country.

Ll
e

Every student of history knows ( best ) that other countries
| _owe their civilisation to India. 'What a shame that such a glorious
country has nnthi(ug of her awn which she can boast of ! Now,
(ientlemen, time has come when you are to be up and doing in
_your attempt to revive the lost fame of your mother land. With
this request I wish to bid you good-bye.



