EARLY MARRIAGE. j

[The following extract from Sir Surendranath Baperjee’s
“A ‘il' ATION IN MAKING™ is reprinted here, 1In mnuechl
with *fahatima Gandhi’s soservations on EARLY M'A Ry 6~
p 101 of this issue.] ( !
. «“ For more than< three generations early marrmg&,s m !
unkncwn in our family. My angestors were not I

but rigid orthodox Brahmins ; ﬂ.nd strangely enuugh, ,ﬂfﬁnwy

2 ‘‘this mthudux}f which re-acted upon their domestic lnstﬁuw
rand prevenied early marriage in the family. Co;nmg‘ l’tnln

one of the ‘highest Kulin families, it mas difficult fo?h bhe’;
to secure’ suitable husbandq for their marriagzable daugh’darfw
from pmongst men of the same social status, whose nyunber
-vag necesrarily limited, They had to wait till the girls > “"*&W/

in years and then they were married. My mother and h__f%‘
grandmother were quite grown up young ladies whefi x

were mafued and, I believe, the same was the case 1:1 ..,..y
great grandmother, whom I saw in my early years when & m
over a hundred years of age. In the life-history of my. famlly

I found the .sirongest argumeut against chﬂd-mm ar-d

.I'was'never tired of repeating it when I had an opporf.2nity 3

my public and private utterances. The members of my. family
have always enjoyed exceptional heslth, and I "ﬁdl'lbf' ﬂm falt.
largely to the absence of child-marriage for genémt;unh imnﬁg
them.. This was the expla.na.t-mn I gave .0 Lo«d Him#

ac of the earliest incervicws I had +vith him. I¥e/ *

his surprise at my physical alertness, which het

quite extraor_inary for an Indian of my yearo. An oy
fact iz worth 7 ‘on’ of theor. I have placed thesg
record ip the hope that they ma; influence the jud
m/;/, countrymen in a matter of vital importance to tﬁeii«
being. For, after all, the health and physlque of a

the first condition of national progress,” -'.'.7' . ':"'T\"’:,
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