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The senior students of Botany had a very pleasant and successful
excursion to Shillong in April last. It was the untiring energy and
efforts of R.Oressor A, Das Gupta that awakened in our minds a passion

““or the study.of Bengal plants. . Though advanced in years he carries

in his mind and body the vigour and. vivacity of a youth, and he is
both a gfeat' teacher and a loving friend of students. Our beloved
Principal, who is perhaps the youngest of all Principals in the worl¢, and
is naturally in, full sympathy with youthful aspirations and adventures,
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dtclared with a charming smile that instructions were conveyed to The

Head of the department of Botany to organise a botanical extursion

. to Shillopg. . -

- Our ynung botanists received the'anneuncement with acclamation,
and lost no time in making necessary preparations for the tour.
W= started for Shillong on the 12th April by the Assam Mail. Our
party.consisted of sixteen persons namely, Amiya Roy, ©Gudhangsu’
Chatterjee, Amu Choudhury, Kam Pal, «Nri{ya, Ghosh, Prof. A. Das
Gupta, Panchu Mukberjee, Saroj Pal, Nithar Mukherjee, M. sMody, '
Shibu Chatterjee, Ajit Bardhan, Mrinal Sinha, Paresh Syéne, Jyotin
Ghosh and Daitari Behara (bearer} as may - be seen in the picture.
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Standing L to R—A. Roy, &, Chatteijee, B. Ghﬁwﬂi:mt'}. R. Pal, N. Ghos¢, Pref. A. Das Gupta,
f P. Mookerjee, 8. Pal, M. Mukherjee, H. Mody, S. Chat.tLr]Ee «
Sitting on thﬂqrmmd— Dadhi (bearer), J. Ghosh, T, Ben, M, Singha, A, Burdhan '
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We had a merry time in the train and indulged in a sumptuous
srefreshment in the evening. Many people suspected that a marriage
party was travelling. We reached Amingaon next morning and crossed
the mighty Brahmaputra by a ferry steamer overqrowded ,with. male
and female passengers« mostly proceeding to werehtp the goddess |
Kamakhya, At Pandu we were met by Pandas, who gave us their
cards and earnestly invited us to visit the temple of Kem:-l hya, Tue
Pandas of Kamakhya possess the distinction of eurpeeemg ‘all other
Pandas in India 1n-1;he1r hospitdlity to pilgrims. We premtsed them a

« visit during our return-_]eurney. We had our tea at a station restaurant

+ and *hyrriedly got our lpggage booked. We were provided with a very
comfortable motor bus; and Prof. Das Gupta was given a flis. CiaSs -
motdr car under a Eurbpean cpnductor, It ran so fast that a slight
increase of speed might make it fly in the air. For, many miles our
road was pretty level and passed thraugh dense forests of bambeee tr ees,
and lianes' so thickly intermingled that even a bullet could not penetrate
them. The stillne$s of the forests was now and then broken by the
cooing of birds and chifpings eof crickets ; we, also, noticed jungle fowl
in the bush, hornbills and .other wading birds feeding upon aquatic
snails and fish. « .

We reached Nungpo at 9'O clock. It is the midway junction
and all buses rested here for half an hour. We had some fruit from
Khasia girls and hot tea at a restaurant but we were advised not to
take Pan (Piper betle) as the areca nut was exceedingly intoxicating.
It is from Nungpo that the road begins its serpentine way upwards.
We got a view of ShllIeng from a distance of three miles and our
road lay through Pine trem (Pinug Khasya) with young and ‘old cones
on their branches.

At last we reached Shillong at 1 r. M. Prof. Das Gupte had
already wirred to the Menager of Swasthya Nibas Hotel for su-:teen,f
meals and accommodation, an& we were received at the station by the
mafiager. Students were accomodated in two big and comfortable
rooms and Prof. Das .Gupta was,out up in a separate room.

- “ Th the afternoon we weut out fos visiting important places.and

metr:lenta.lly collected many plants. As we stopped to colleet plants here
and thgre, many people halted and wondered if our plants possessed

)
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any medicinal properties. We collected vigourously for flve days from
various parts of Shillong and neighbouring places, climbing high peaks
and venturing in to many deep cayerns and water-falls. We have no space
to give a fnll list of plants in this Pujah number of Colege Magazmﬂ .
but we mention -:m]_*,,:r a few specimens to satisfy readers interested in
Botany : Da:rmgla Celosioides, Aristolochia platamfoha, Pipus longum,
tiper hami*oni, Myristica lmifnlia, Cryptocarya amygdalina, Myrica
nagi, Pinus khasya, Fodocarpus nerifolia, Podocarpus latifolia, Tgxus
baccats, Cephalotaxus manni, Cycad pActinata, ,Clerodendron natans,
Clerdendron griffithianum, Vitex pubescence; Vitex peduncularis,,
Lantana camara, Philogacanthus thysiflorus, etc. There is a leguminous .
¢ planc wamed sophl ing, whu:h produces large number of tubers of about
the size of pigeon eggs at its roots, ¢ 0" "Lt

-

We visted all places of interest ixcluding edurational jnstitutions,
pucue gardens, varigus falls, namel_',r, Bishop Falls, Beadon Falls,
Crinoline Falls, Gumer’s Falls, Elephant Falls, Elysium Falls, Cinema
houses, Shillong Club, and many other places worth-seeing. We
cliambed to Shillong Peal, which is the highest peak in the district,
7000 feet above the sea-level, in order to see wonderful scenery and
curious plants. Under a clear sky .and breeze-tempered sunshine,
the view of the plain from the peak is remarkable. The sights and
scenes of Bishop Falls and ‘Beadon Falls captivated us to such an
extent that we could not but snap them up by our hand camera. We
visited Cherapunjee which is known to be rainyest spot in the world.
It broke all records in 1861 when about go3 inches of rain fell ; and
another record seemed to be set up on that da},r when we visited Chera
because ‘the clouds only roared with flasher 7, lightning but alas, there
was not a single drop of rain, We visited the Shillong Bazar to see
vegetables that were grown on the hills. Oranges were very small
but very sweet and cheap ; and each of us bought large quantity of
kai phal (Myrica nagi) which had a very sharp acid taste but yet we
took them with great relish, Many of ofir frends ¢id ‘ not fail to take
bottles of Shillong-honey, well-known for its quality and purity.

On our returno-jurney we visitett Gauhati' and the tcraples of
Kamakhya Devi. It appeared from an ixscfiption on the stotre that -
the 'preséntr temples  were built by Raja Malladhwaja and his younger
brother Shukladhwaja in Sakabda 1487. For sight-seeing, if pot for
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anjrthmg else, a visit to Kamakhya is worth the trbuble. We, also,
foade some collections of plants at Gauhati and Kamakhya. We
returned to Calcutta after a week but Prof, Das Gupts and, some of
*our young tourists pmcaecled to Darjeeling to stud}r the Himakayan

flora. * r
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We desire to express our hearty thanks 40 Mr. S. Banerjee,

—_

Supermt:ndent c-f t,he Botanical garden of Shillong, for his kind

permission to visit |'_]‘1E: garden and collect specimens,
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