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The State-aided exclusive College messes started ¢in Calcuttd
during the current session have clearly shown that these messes
can not be run oa self-supporting principle as the old mixe
messes used to be, unless students pay more than they donow |
If they could pay: more, the solutiol of the problem would
be very easy indeed. But it is a paent fact that the' great
majority of ,our students are too poor ‘0 afford ‘this extra outlay.
It Is also a patent fact that except Government and probably some
mlssmnar}r Colleges, the extra outlay will be a burderi too heavy for
other Colleges to bear. Under <these circuristances, unlesr the
State or the University guarantes this irfevitabl¢ deficit, the schefoe-
of exclusive messes will be %holly unpracticable. The attention of the
Senate is earnestly invited to this aspéct cf the questioix, a proper solu-
tion of which is anxiously awajt=d by all interested in the education
' of our boys. We do not knc'y whether our suggestion of a solution
-will be accepted by the Senate,. but we dé know that the scheme
has the hearty support of 4&ll, provided it lays no heavy financial

burden on educational institutions. { ,
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Periodicals”received in.exchange of the College Magazine :— The
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A NOTE @GN E}{AMINAT'IDNS AND APPOINTMEHT
OF EXAMINERS.. )

The first and most cryving reform ig reductinn in th€ number of
cxaminers. This will lead’ ‘Jirectly ,to more uniform standards of
examination and mdlrc;ctljr to -mprovement in the exanfinations
themselves, by enablmg the Univérsity teo secure’ lhe services of
capable and expenen’n.u{d men for cach of the' Examinations. The
appoinment of a whole army of examiners as is the present system
necessarily brings in not a few incompetent, 1nexpenence& and un-
desirable men.and the results,nqt unnaturally prove disastrous, The
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stock aigumcent nsed in frvour of the present practice is the plea
that if the number of examiners be reduced, the results of the
ination cannot be published in time. However plausible this
lea might appear to outsiders, its unsoundness will be patent to

-those who have carefully tratched the time lost \nd energy frittered

away in p*ﬂwdmg for chechs and counterchecks by ‘means of which
the lrregulantles of the first examination are sought tc be rectified.
The appointment of capable ‘and expenem:ed examiners will :ender
unnecessary most of: these checks and counterchecks, and the tune
thus ~aved will more than compencate for the decrease in the num-
bei of elaminers. ‘Moreover no (ystem of checks and counter-
checks can sufiiciently rectifv the results of examinations which
have been initicliy irregular as’they are bound to be under the
present arrangement. If not for anything else -t least to prevent
this inevitable initial irregularity, the syitem should be altered.

{The second reform which will suggest itself to all who are
directly connected with University Education is the appointment of
teachers as.examiners. Teachers are conversant with the subjects
of examinations and the capacity of the exawairees and have
watched the trend of their intellectual dexelnpment and as such
they are the fittest' persons to set papers for the examinations
and e€xamine in them. Law examinations are condncted by
those wkose profession is Law, Medical examinations by -hose
whose protessiort ¢ i§ Mediciﬁe, ]:.ngmeermg examinaiions' by
those whose profession is Lngmeenng, the Arts examinations,
thcrefore ought to be conducted by,those whose profession is teach-
ing Arts sub]ects But the present practlbe of appointing examiners
for the Arts éxaminations ‘iznores this essential pnnuple and has
thereby n¢* onlv vitiated the examinatior§ themselves, but, what
is Wurse, has also degra,ded the vhnle course of teaching in Colleges
and Schools which under a system of extérnal examinations are
forced to fpshion their teaching after the modei of tests' set h} the
University examiners.: . ,t

The next reform is the elimination, from eXaminations in
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languagces other than English, of all persens whn howevér - otherwise
qualified 10 examine in them do ndc possess a very fair knﬂwledge of
Fnglish as well. A'mere statement. of this proposition will :carry
conviction in the mmds of those whﬂ are interested in prevent:mg
these examinations -rom being reduced to a mere farce.

(énuther reform is the ahnl:tmn ‘2% least from the hlgher
examinations, of the method of affixing ‘marks to each question.
T In-: .nethod has evidently been mtmduced with a view to arriving
at accuracy of valuation, but this however desu‘a.hle is not the sole
nor the primary object of an‘examination. This machdaical
accuracy is attained at too great a sacrifice .of _efﬁt:ierfcy. The
system handicaps an examiner to such An extept that with his eyls
open and in spite of himself he has tn “pass” a candidate whom he"
would never otherige pass and' 1o “ plﬂug ” another who surely
deserves a betler fate, A sysiem which renders an examiner a mozre
automaton and has a tendency to take away from him all sense of
responsibility and intelligent interest in his work stands self-
condemned._ : ¢

'The above nole is not meant to be exhaustive but ‘merely
suggestive. ' ;

G. C. B

JL}V P3YCHOLOGY SHOULD BE TAUGHT,

Que of the reasons -why Psychology appears exceedingly
ary sud difficalt to our stndents is, I believe, un® erroneous
vonception of its subjeci<matier, Thnugh modern works on
Puychology define its srope mcse or less definitely, very little
attempts are made by those whao actually teach the subject-io
Kive the students a cleur and dbfinite idea of things studied in
'sychology and of the methods of iuvestigation to be, foilowed
thore-in. “I'he consequence is that students us a rule take it as
w mysterious sciéhce dediing with certain mysterious and
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