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Legalised ‘detairism practised under various forms and restrictions ¢
among many peoples, savage, barbarous #nd civilised is thought
to be a proof of original communism. The same is true of “proof
marriages” existing among the Wotzoken, the Burmese, the Germans,
of “temporary marriages” among the Parthians and American
Indians and of “wife-lending” examples of which are afforded by the
- Spartans, Romans, Hindus, Arabs, Eskimos and many other peoples.
The argument for original promiscuity based on these evidences
however is not conclusive. For many of them are capable of
simpler explanations—for example, the custom of wife-lending, as
Westermarck shows, was due to the savage_ idea of hospitality.
Though the Ires primz noctis—the general Jmme: which is given
to these EIJSI:I]H'IE—IE naturally explainable as due to various
other causes, yet the researches of Spencer and Gillen have produced
many evidences in favour of an griginal state of promiscuity upon
which Hildebrand Kautsky and specially Morgan have tried to
re-establish the theory of Pmmlscuuy
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W (7o be concluded in the nexi issue).
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